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Do Children from Poor Backgrounds Perform More Poorly Than Rich Ones 
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Many perceive that the compulsory public-school system is supposed to equalize the education process by providing every learner with the same and equal opportunities irrespective of their socioeconomic statuses. However, research studies indicate that the equality in the system has never been achieved. Children from poor backgrounds display substantially poor performance in their studies, especially in mathematics and reading skills by the time they reach the school-going age. Some scholars state that the impact may persist throughout the adolescent life and even into adulthood life of the student (Caucutt, Lonchner, & Park, 2015; Caucutt, 2015). According to Gray (2017), the gap between the poor and the rich exists at all grade levels in the learning institutions and it is even growing wider today than in the early years. On reading this paper, at first the audience will not agree that the compulsory public-school system worsens the issue of inequality in educational opportunities, but later on, they will be fully convinced. As this research will show, children from the poor backgrounds are caught up in the economic struggles and are unable to compete effectively with their rich counterparts because of the unmet needs, low-quality learning settings, and unstable socioeconomic circumstances.
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